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. "Helms Said to Pvr.tc High • . 

' 'Sources close to the White 
House, say that Mr. Nixon 
and his foreign-policy advisers 
— Mr.. Kissinger and Secretary 
of State William' P. Rogers 
and Secretary of Defense 
Melvin R. Laird — respect the 
professional competence- of 
Mr. Helms, who is 57 and is 
The first career head of the 
Central Intelligence- Agency. 

. Appointed by President 
Lyndon. B. Johnson in June, 
3966,.. Mr. Helms has been 
essentially apolitical. He is 
said to have brought profes- 
sional ability -to bear ■ in 
“lowering the profile” of the 
agency, tightening discipline 
and divesting it of . many 
fringe activities that have 
aroused criticism in Congress 
and : among the public. His 
standing with Congress and 
among the professionals is 
high. ' ■ 

According to. White House 
sources, President Nixon, 
backed by the Congressional 
leadership, recently offered 
Mr. Helms -added authority to 
coordinate the activities of 
the other board members. ' He 
is reported to have declined. . - 
A major problem, according 
to those who know the situa- 
tion, is that while Mr'. Helms, 
i is the President’s represent?- ' 
tive on the Intelligence Board, 
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